
arts-festival.com               firstnightstatecollege.com               bookfestpa.org
  

 

 

 

 
The Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts, P.O. Box 1023, State College, PA  16804  

(814) 237-3682 
 

July 7, 2016 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:        Rick Bryant, Executive Director 
                          E-mail: rbryant@arts-festival.com 
 
The 50th annual Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts™ will take place Wednesday, July 13 
through Sunday, July 17 on the streets of downtown State College and the adjacent Penn State 
campus. 
 
Founded by the State College Chamber of Commerce and Penn State’s College of Arts and 
Architecture, the Festival attracts about 100,000 visitors each summer. The Festival features 
the nationally recognized Sidewalk Sale and Exhibition, a juried gallery exhibition, Children and 
Youth Day, the Downtown State College Italian Street Painting Festival, educational 
opportunities, music, dance and theatrical performances in a variety of outdoor and indoor 
venues. 
 
The 2016 Arts Festival commences with Children and Youth Day on Wednesday, July 13, which 
features programs and events designed especially for the young and young at heart. From 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. the Children & Youth Sidewalk Sale, sponsored by Penn State Federal 
Credit Union, will be held on South Allen Street. More than 250 young Central Pennsylvania 
artists are expected to showcase their original works. 
 
Other Children and Youth Day activities include free arts and crafts activities on the Old Main 
Lawn and in State College’s Sidney Friedman Park. Musical and dance performances tailored to 
the young will take place at various stages around town thanks to ten local student ensembles 
and performing arts schools. However, for some, the highlight of the day will come at 4:00 p.m. 
with the 2016 Centre Daily Times Children and Youth Day Grand Procession. Over 300 children 
(accompanied by some parents) will carry small, medium and large papier-mâché puppets, 
masks and drums.  The procession will begin on the Old Main lawn and travel through 
downtown State College as it makes its way to Sidney Friedman Park.   
 
The Pat Farrell Community Sing-Along will be on Wednesday, July 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the State 
College Presbyterian Church. Young and old, those who can sing, and especially those who can’t 
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carry a tune in a bucket, are invited to join Russell Bloom, Erik Clayton, and Leah Mueller as the 
community comes together to make some joyful noise. 
 
Russell Bloom is the director of music at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in State College; 
Clayton was appointed as director of choirs at State College Area High School in 2015; Mueller 
is a music teacher in the State College Area School District. The event is free. 
 
On Thursday, July 14 at 10:00 a.m. the award winning Sidewalk Sale and Exhibition will open. 
Sidewalk Sale hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, and 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday. The works of more than 300 exhibitors comprise one of the nation’s best 
juried fine art and craft shows. A panel of five jurors will award over $17,500 in prize money to 
winning exhibitors during a ceremony at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 16, at the Allen Street 
Stage. 
 
The 2016 Downtown State College Italian Street Painting Festival honors the 16th century 
Italian tradition of using special chalks to paint on the street. Look for the Italian Street Painting 
Festival on the 100 block of Hiester Street in downtown State College. A variety of local visual 
artists will create 6-foot by 4-foot paintings. For a $5 fee, Young Artists Alley gives children the 
opportunity to create a 14”x 14” square street painting. Painting ends at 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, and 4 p.m. on Sunday, weather permitting. Strolling performers will be on site on 
Friday, July 15, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
 
This year, street painters are adding something new to their repertoire, the evening stroll, or 
passeggiata , which is a feature of Italian urban life.  It’s a see-and-be-seen event, a leisurely 
walk in smart clothes.  La passeggiata includes frequent stops to chat and window shop, in 
addition to pauses to enjoy the sights, sounds and smells that makes Italian cities so 
enchanting.  The Downtown State College Italian Street Painters invite you to their own Friday 
evening passeggiata at 7:00 p.m. The event will feature Italian music, smartly dressed street 
painters, and street painting docents. The Italian Street Painting Festival is sponsored by 
Downtown State College Improvement District. 
 
An annual favorite, the CPFA Silent Auction will be returning this year as well. The 2016 Silent 
Auction will be in its traditional spot on the 100 block of South Allen Street. The Silent Auction 
opens on Thursday, July 14 at noon. It is open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
Sunday hours are from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. It’s a great place to see a sampling of all the 
great fine art and craft in the Sidewalk Sale and Exhibition. Proceeds of the Silent Auction help 
to defray the costs of the Festival.  
  
Images 2016 is an exhibition of drawings, paintings, mixed media, photography, hand-pulled 
prints, watercolors, fiber, and paper. It will hang in Schlow Centre Region Library’s Betsey 
Rodgers Allen Gallery and Downsbrough Room and in the Woskob Family Gallery of the Penn 
State Downtown Theatre Center in July 2016. Both galleries are located on South Allen Street in 
downtown State College. Images 2016 is open to artists whose primary residence is in the 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Artists enter the show by submitting digital images of work 
created in the last three years. The works in Images have been selected by juror Daniel Massad, 
the pastel artist and artist-in-residence at Lebanon Valley College.   
 
The seventh annual BookFestPa will take place on Saturday, July 16 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Schlow Centre Region Library and the library’s BookFest tent in the library’s parking lot. The 
theme of this year’s bookfest is the comic. This year’s featured authors include Tim Hanley, 
Dave Ebersole, Alitha Martinez, and Regine Sawyer. There will be additional authors in the 
BookFest tent. For more information go to bookfestpa.org. 
 
This year there are many special activities planned as we celebrate the 50th Festival.  On 
Sunday, July 17 at 1:00 p.m. on the Old Main Plaza the Festival will host a celebratory Ice Cream 
Social, Sponsored by Brown & Associates, Inc.  Join your friends and neighbors as we have 
cake—compliments of Wegman’s—and Berkey Creamery ice cream for 500 people. At 2:00 
p.m. on the dot, we’ll take a group photo—just like at a birthday party. For a full list of special 
events visit arts-festival.com/50th-festival-festivities.  
 
Penn State alum Alex Meixner’s performing career began at age 6 with his two sisters and 
father in an ethnic folk ensemble. From these early experiences through headline appearances 
at music festivals throughout the United States; concert performances with the London 
Symphony Orchestra, not to mention former Wheat Thins pitchwoman Sandy Duncan, and his 
own jazz and ethnic ensembles. Meixner’s formative musical studies were on piano and piano 
accordion, but he quickly branched out on drums, diatonic button accordion, bass and trumpet, 
his college major. Alex will be performing at the Festival Shell, Thursday, July 14 at 9:00 p.m.  
 
Yves Lambert—the musician, not the aerospace engineer—was a founding member of La 
Bottine Souriante (“The Smiling Boot”) and played with the group, famous not only in Quebec, 
but internationally as well, for twenty-six years as one of the most influential figures in the 
Quebecer folk music revival, Lambert is known for his work as a songwriter.  Lambert’s 
charisma and talent, coupled with Tommy Gauthier and Olivier Rondeau’s virtuosity and 
passion, make this trio a one-of-a-kind musical experience. The Yves Lambert Trio performs in 
Sidney Friedman Park on Friday, July 15 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
This year, the Festival presents The Paragon Ragtime Orchestra as it accompanies The General, 
a 1926 American silent comedy film inspired by the real Civil War locomotive chase. It stars 
silent comedy icon Buster Keaton who co-directed the film with Clyde Bruckman. The Paragon 
Ragtime Orchestra is the world’s only year-round, professional ensemble re-creating “America’s 
Original Music” – the syncopated sounds of early musical theater, silent cinema, and vintage 
dance. Performances are at 4:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 16 at the State Theatre. A 
Festival button is required.  
 
Since moving to New York City from Roseville, CA in 2003, Molly Ryan has become one of the 
most sought-after vocalists on the New York jazz scene. She has performed at such prestigious 
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Manhattan venues as the Café Carlyle, The Town Hall, The Waldorf Astoria, and The Rainbow 
Room Molly has appeared at jazz festivals and events throughout the U.S. and abroad including 
North Carolina Jazz Festival, New York Hot Jazz Festival, and the Orange County Classic Jazz 
Festival in Southern California. Molly and her band will be performing at the Festival Shell on 
Saturday, July 16 at 3:00 p.m., and on the Allen Street Stage at 7:30 p.m. that evening.  
 
While most performances are free, some require a festival button. Buttons cost $10.00 for 
adults and are free for children ages twelve and under. They are good for the entire festival, 
and grant admission on a space available basis to all indoor events. Buttons are available at 
each performance venue, at many locations on the Festival route, in downtown State College 
stores. The button is sponsored by the Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County.  
 
Daily highlights include:   
 
Wednesday, July 13 - Children & Youth Day: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
  Children’s Activities (Old Main Lawn and Sidney Friedman Park) 

Centre Daily Times Children & Youth Day Grand Procession 4:00 p.m. (Old Main 
Lawn) 
Pat Farrell Community Sing Along 7:30 p.m. (State College Presbyterian Church) 
Sponsored by Foxdale Retirement Community 
Children and Youth Sidewalk Sale 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Sponsored by Penn 
State Federal Credit Union. 

Thursday:         Border Ride 3:30 p.m. (Allen Street Stage) 
  Feinberg Brothers 6:30 p.m. (Sidney Friedman Park Stage) 

Rick Hirsch 4  7:00 p.m. (Festival Shell Stage) 
  Les Poules a Colin 8:00 p.m. (State Theatre)  
Friday:  Zumba with Teresa Soler 10:00 a.m. (Sidney Friedman Park Stage) 

Deep Water Ballad 2:00 p.m. (Penn State Downtown Theatre) 
  Essence of Joy and Essence 2, Ltd. 7:00 p.m. (State College Presbyterian Church)  

Sponsored by Barbara Palmer 
River Whyless 8:00 p.m. (State Theatre) 
My Hero Zero 8:00 p.m. (Allen Street Stage) 
The Crawdaddies 10:00 p.m. (Festival Shell Stage) 

Saturday:  Sidewalk Sale Award Ceremony, 9:00 a.m. (Allen Street Stage) 
Reckless Amateurs 1:30 p.m. (Festival Shell Stage) 
Neil Jacobs 2:00 p.m. (St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church)  
Velveeta 7:30 p.m. (Sidney Friedman Park Stage) 
The Tillers 9:30 p.m. (Allen Street Stage) 

Sunday: The Sue Crowe Memorial 41st Annual Arts Festival 5K 10K & 10 mile Road Race 
8:15 a.m., registration 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. (Medlar Field at Lubrano Park) 
Kids’ Fun Run 11:00 a.m., registration 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
(Meldar Field at Lubrano Park) 
Callanish 1:30 p.m. (Allen Street Stage)  
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Bellefonte Community Band 2:00 p.m. (Sidney Friedman Park Stage)  
  The Earthtones 2:30 p.m. (Festival Shell Stage) 
 
The Nittany Valley Running Club’s 41st annual Sue Crowe Memorial Arts Festival Races will take 
place Sunday, July 17, starting at 8:15 a.m. The event comes in 5K, 10K, and 10 mile distances. 
The Kids’ Fun Runs will start at 11 a.m. with distances of a quarter mile through a half mile for 
kids ages 12 and under. The Arts Festival Races are sponsored by Penn State Health. For 
registration and additional race information, please visit nvrun.com. 
 
Leave parking and traffic worries to others by parking in the Jordan East parking lot, next to the 
Bryce Jordan Center and Beaver Stadium. For $5.00 a car, visitors may park and take a free bus 
operated by the Centre Area Transportation Authority. This bus will take you to a 
complimentary bus service that travels to the heart of the Festival and returns you at your 
convenience. 
 
Bus service from the Bryce Jordan Center/Beaver Stadium will stop in the Festival zone at the 
Downtown State College Italian Street Painting Festival, at the corner of College and Hiester, 
and a second stop at the corner of College Avenue and South Allen Street.  
 
The Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts receives state arts funding support through a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. 
 
Additional funding is provided through a grant made by possible by the Central Pennsylvania 
Convention and Visitors’ Bureau and the Centre County Commissioners.  
 
Please visit our frequently updated website at arts-festival.com for additional information and a 
full schedule of events.  


